
                               DBQ-Globalization World History II 2015 (part of your final exam) 

Please review all 20 documents in this packet.  On June 10th you will be given a guiding question and 8 of these 20 
documents to use in your DBQ answer; therefore, you should prepare and familiarize yourself with all 20 
documents.  Below each document is a guiding “Regents style” question. You are not obligated to answer these 
questions; they are only there to help you initially focus on each document.  Think deeply about each document 
beyond just a surface response and link to your study of World History.  You may work together in preparing 
these documents, but do not ask for help from a teacher. 
 
Caution:  each teacher has chosen their own 20 documents from a field of 45, so only collaborate, if you wish to 
do so,  with students from one of my two classes. 

……………………………………………………………………………….. 
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1. Based on the graph above and your knowledge of history, what conclusions can you draw between 
life expectancy and Globalization rank?  



Document 2 

                    

1. How has globalization been successful for some people and unsuccessful for others? 

 

Document 3 

The General Assembly, mindful of the determination proclaimed by the peoples of the world in the Charter of 
the United Nations to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights of men and women and of nations large and 
small, and to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom...declares that: 

1. The subjection of the people to alien subjugation, domination, and exploitation constitutes a denial of 
fundamental human rights, is contrary to the Charter of the United Nations and is an impediment to the 
promotion of world peace and cooperation.  

2. All peoples have the right to self-determination; by virtue of that they freely determine their political status 
and freely pursue their economic, social, and cultural development. 

3. Inadequacy of political, economic, social, or educational preparedness should never serve as pretext for 
delaying independence. 

4. All armed action or repressive measures of all kinds directed against dependent peoples shall cease in order 
to enable them to exercise peacefully and freely their right to complete independence. 

                        The United Nations Declaration Against Colonialism (1960) 

 

1. According to the UN Declaration Against Colonialism what are three things to which all people have 
a right? 



Document 4A         GDP=Gross Domestic Product-The total value of goods produced and services provided in a 
country during one year. 

 

Document 4B   Gross Domestic Product Per capita (person)- A measure of the total output of a country that takes 

the gross domestic product (GDP) and divides it by the number of people in the country. The per capita GDP is especially useful 
when comparing one country to another because it shows the relative performance of the countries. A rise in per capita GDP 
signals growth in the economy and tends to translate as an increase in productivity. (www.investopedia.com) 

 

1. What conclusions can you draw based on the data from one or both charts? 



 

Document 5 

  

1. What territories are being absorbed into the British Empire?  Why? 

 

 

Document 6 

George H.T. Kimble, in a 1962 New York Times Magazine article, “Colonialism: the Good, the Bad, the 
Lessons,” gives his point of view. 

 
. . . they [the colonial powers] failed to provide the African with sufficient [preparation] . . . None of the 
newly independent countries had enough skilled African administrators to run their own . . . [or] enough 
African technicians to keep the public utilities working. . . . And no country had an electorate that knew 
what independence was all about. . . . For all its faults, colonial government provided security of person and 
property in lands that had known little or either. . . . It was the colonial powers who were largely 
responsible for the opening of the region to the lumberman, miner, planter, and other men of means 
without whom its wealth would be continued to lie fallow [uncultivated]. 

 

1. According to Kimble, what were positive and negative effects of colonial rule? 



 

Document 7   

Map of territories gaining independence after World War II (1945- on) 

 

 

1. According to the map, in what regions of the world did most countries gain their independence after WWII? 
Why? 

 

 

 

 

 



Document 8 

“Letter to Queen Victoria” From Commissioner Lin Zexu of China 1839 
 
We find that your country is sixty or seventy thousand li [about one-third of a mile] from China. Yet there are 
barbarian ships that strive to come here for trade for the purpose of making a great profit. The wealth of China is 
used to profit the barbarians. By what right do they . . .use this poisonous drug to injure the Chinese people? 
 
. . . I have heard that the smoking of opium is very strictly forbidden by your country; that is because the harm 
caused by opium is clearly understood. Since it is not permitted to do harm to your country, then even less should 
you let it be passed on to the harm of other countries—how much less to China! Of all that China exports to foreign 
countries, there is not a single thing which is not beneficial to people. . .  
 
Suppose a man of another country comes to England to trade, he still has to obey the English laws; how much more 
should he obey in China the laws of the Celestial Dynasty?  
 
1. What did Commissioner Lin Zexu say was hypocritical about England’s opium trade? 
 

Document 9 

 

1. Based on your knowledge of history and the political cartoon, how was China treated differently from the 
African colonies by the imperialist nations? Why? 



  Document 10 

 

1. According to the documents above, how did international trade strengthen or destroy societies- give an 
example? 

 

Document 11 

“Guatemala Seeks United Fruit Land”   New York Times Feb 19, 1953 

A provincial agrarian reform committee has approved the “denunciation” of all but one-seventh of the United Fruit 
Company’s 300,000 acre holdings on the Guatemalan Pacific Coast. . . Under the law, land left fallow is liable to 
expropriation for distribution among landless peasants. . . .  
 
Whether the company finally loses none or all of the land petitioned for, the case has served as a reminder that 
United Fruit remains, in the Government’s eyes, as among its most better enemies, allied in principle if not in actual 
fact with the big private landowners fighting agrarian reform. 
 
The United Fruit Company has 11,000 persons on its payroll and is by far the largest single employer in the country. 
In 1951 . . . it paid the Government in various taxes and duties $1,700,000 and more than $13,000,000 in wages to 
its employees.  Besides, the company can point with pride to the wages it paid its workers. The average is $2.25 
daily, which is two to three times greater than elsewhere in the country. It also has programs of free education, 
housing, and medical attention. . . .  
 
Even if the company’s record of recent years had been twice as good, it still would not be able to live down in the 
eyes of the rabid nationalists who control the Government its less attractive past and its reputation as a “state 
within a state with a law unto itself.” 
 

1. Why do the nationalists claim the United Fruit Company has been a  “state within a state with a law unto 
itself”? 
 



Document 12 

 

1. What is one conclusion you can draw from the graph about the number of people working in garment factories 
in Bangladesh? 

 

 

Document 13                    

                                   Java (Indonesia) 1980s 

“At Borobudur [ancient Buddhist ruins] it is almost incredible 
The statues of Buddha are without heads 
I see only Javanese peddlers 
Groups of tourists sightseeing 
Shops and restaurants are also there 
Hotels and markets at the foot of the temple 
When it is lush the Bodhi tree falls with a crash 
There is no replacement 
There is another version without the centers 
For shopping and handicrafts 
There is another meaning without the reality 
Of the sacred building commercialized 
The legacy replaced by arenas for entertainment 
A diverse identity.” 

 Poet Linus Suryadi 
 

Ian Brown & Joan Davis, ed. & trans., On the Veranda: A Bilingual Anthology of Modern Indonesian Poetry (1995).  
Craig Al. Lockard.  Southeast Asia in World History: 170. 
 

 
1. According to the poem, how has global trade negatively impacted Java? 

 



Document 14  

Deadliest Industrial Disasters       
Source: BBC 

Bhopal, India (1984): Toxic gas escapes from Union Carbide plant. Official initial death toll put at 3,800; deaths to 
date thought to be 15,000 

Halifax, Canada (1917): Explosion on board French munitions vessel Mont-Blanc in Halifax harbour, and resulting 
tsunami, kill 1,950 people 

Benxihu, China (1942): Explosion destroys Benxihu (Honkeiko) colliery in Liaoning, China, during Japanese 
occupation, killing 1,549 labourers 

Oppau, Germany (1921): Explosion at Badische Anilin chemical works, producing nitrates, destroys plant as well as 
nearby village, killing 1,500 people 

Courrieres, France (1906): Dust explosion at Courrieres mine in Pas-de-Calais department kills almost 1,100 people 

Savar, Bangladesh (2013): Eight-story Rana Plaza, housing garment factories, collapses in suburb of Dhaka, killing 
more than 1,000 people 

1. What conclusions can you draw about working conditions since 1906 based on the statistics above and their 
impact locally and beyond? 

 

Document 15  

 
 

1. By quoting great documents of American and French freedom what hypocrisies is Ho Chi Minh pointing out? 
 

Ho Chi Minh declaring independence and the end of French control of Vietnam in Hanoi 
August 1945 
 
“All me are created equal.  They are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights.  Among 
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. . .” [American Declaration of Independence] 
 
“Men are born and remain free and with equal rights. . .”  [Declaration of the Rights of the Man and 
Citizen of the French Revolution of 1791].  Nevertheless for more than eighty years the French 
imperialists, abusing their ‘liberty, equality, and fraternity,’ have violated the land of our ancestors and 
oppressed our countrymen.  Their acts are contrary to the ideals of humanity and justice.  They have 
exploited us without our country.  They have despoiled our rice lands, our mines, our forests, our raw 
materials. . . Vietnam has the right to be free and independent.  All the people are determined to 
mobilize all their spiritual and material strength, to sacrifice their lives and property, to safeguard their 
right to liberty and independence.”  
 
     Henry J. Benda & John A. Larkin, eds., The World of Southeast Asia:  
     Selected Historical Readings (1967): 270-273. 
 



Document 16 

 

 

 
1. What conclusions can you draw from the graph? 

 

 

Document 17 

"The greatest challenge we face today is to ensure that globalization becomes a positive force for all the world's 
people, instead of leaving billions of them behind in squalor. Inclusive globalization must be built on the great 
enabling force of the market, but market forces alone will not achieve it. It requires a broader effort to create a 
shared future, based upon our common humanity in all its diversity."  

--From the UN Millennium Report 

1. According to the Millennium Report, why does globalization need to be a positive force? 

 

 



Document 18 

It is All About Connections. . .  Post World War II         Frank J. Lechner and John Boli 

“After World War II, the infrastructure for communication and transportation improved dramatically, 
connecting groups, institutions, and countries in new ways.  More people . . . travel or migrate more easily to 
distant parts of the globe; satellite broadcasts bring world events to an increasingly global audience; the 
Internet begins to knit together world-spanning interest groups of educated users. 

Such links are the raw material of globalization.  They are molded into new organizational forms as regional 
institutions go global or new ones take shape on the world stage. . .These institutions, in 

 turn. . . crystallize into a comprehensive world society. . .different institutions function as parts of one 
system. . .distant peoples share a common understanding of living together on one planet.  This world society 
has a culture . . . To links and institutions we therefore add culture and consciousness.  Globalization is the 
process that fitfully brings these elements of world society together.” 

Frank J. Lechner & John Boli, Eds.  The Globalization Reader.  Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers, 2000. 

 

1. According to Lechner and Boli what are the “raw materials of globalization”?   Why? 

 

Document 19                   Dutch East Indies Company (VOC) trade routes across Indian Ocean c.1860. 

 

1. Based on the map above what countries made the British tradition on afternoon tea possible? 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=1DUeZ6-vpibC2M&tbnid=VhYipEWUu02LaM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://maritimeasia.ws/maritimelanka/galle/voc_shipping.html&ei=7PGPUa-wLOLE0gH96oDIBA&psig=AFQjCNG-xXwH8HpYaGuF36qwKz0_RhxItg&ust=1368474476791300


 

Document 20   

“The Magic Bean Shop & the Fries That Bind Us”                                                                                       

Source:  INA- Illustration Flaming Toast Productions 

 

 

1.  Is Starbucks the “Magic Bean Shop” and McDonald’s the “Fries That Bind us”?  Look carefully at this 
illustrative map and think deeply about what you see. 
 

2. Have multinational corporations positively or negatively impacted developing nations? 


	Document 14

